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	About Us


Established in 2008 by the A.R. Rahman Foundation, KM Music Conservatory (KMMC) is the first of its kind institute in India offering world class higher education in the heart of Chennai’s film and music industry.... Read More
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Our Vision

Develop and nurture an education in music for all those with a passion to learn...
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Management

Founder & Principal – A.R. Rahman,Executive Director...
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Principal’s Note

KM Music Conservatory was founded to expand...






















	Principal’s Note










	
Dear students,
KM Music Conservatory was founded to expand the horizons of musicians in India. While continuing to respect and strengthen the art of Indian music, the institution also offers an education in Western music and music technology.

KM Music Conservatory provides students with a strong artistic, intellectual, and technical foundation for pursuing professional careers in music. Students will graduate with an internationally competitive education in Western music and music technology and production. A warm welcome to you all!

A.R. Rahman
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The Foundation Certificate is a one-year programme (July-May) that builds the knowledge, skill and competency necessary for undergraduate...



View Detail












	

[image: kmmc]

Diploma [image: ]

The KMMC Diploma programme is a two-year, full-time course with a curriculum designed to follow on from our one-year Foundation...



View Detail
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 Preparatory

The Preparatory programme is a part-time, one-year curriculum designed for music enthusiasts of any age, from five years upwards...



View Detail
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Audio Engineering

Our Audio Engineering course offers an in-depth training in all the key aspects of professional audio engineering, covering...
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Electronic Music Production

The basis of our Certificate in Composition is a series of intensive, weekly studio sessions designed to enhance technical skills...
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Russian Piano Studio

KM Music Conservatory offers an opportunity to be trained in an intensive one-year piano program under Surojeet Chatterji, a passionate...



View Detail
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															Matt Bacon

														

				

Guitarist & composer Matt Bacon has served as the head guitar faculty at KM Music Conservatory since 2015. He plays classical, Spanish, acoustic, electric, bass & 12-string guitar and is the founder of Chennai GTR Fest, which he launched in 2020 performing the Indian premiere of Rodrigo’s “Concierto de Aranjuez” with the Sunshine Orchestra. He is endorsed by ProCraft India & Kepma Guitars and records for G2 Publishing, a subsidiary of Silent Beat Records based in Germany.

Top Prize winner at the Texas National Music Festival’s guitar competition, Matt has cultivated a diverse career ranging from teaching guitar, lecturing on musicianship, recording for Bollywood films, composing original music & arranging ragas for Western notation. Matt has travelled extensively through India & Asia, often as a performer and judge for music competitions. This included a stop in Thailand to play for the royal family, as well as the Bangalore International Guitar Festival, Instituto Cervantes, Taj Palace, Calcutta Classical Guitar Festival & Thai Isai Fest. Notably, he has recorded for AR Rahman & Anirudh for films “24,” “Atrangi Re,” and “Kolamavu Kokila,” among others.

As a composer, Matt has been commissioned by the San Antonio Guitar Foundation, with his pieces “Homenaje a Jimmy Page” and “Mystery & Elegy” debuted in the USA by GFA prizewinners Chad Ibison, TY Zheng, and others in July 2022. Working with violinist Radhika Iyer, Matt’s arrangements of 12 raga-based etudes were published by Mel Bay in 2018 under the title “Elements of Indian Music, vol 1.”

Many of these compositions & arrangements are streaming on Spotify & Amazon, where Matt is one of the few guitarists to simultaneously trend in both classical & jazz Editorial Playlists totaling 500,000 streams - led by his 2021 release “Major Fifth.” Matt graduated with Dean’s List, merit scholarships, and career development grants from the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University & the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. Matt had the privilege of studying music with Ernesto Tamayo, Julian Gray & David Tanenbaum – direct descendants of legendary guitarists Andres Segovia & Leo Brouwer. As a teenager, he has competed or performed in masterclasses for Manuel Barrueco, Eliot Fisk, Kazuhito Yamashita, Shin-ichi Fukuda, Sergio Assad, Marc Teicholz, Scott Tennant, Bill Kanengiser, Martha Masters, Valerie Hartzell, Marcin Dylla, Marco Tamayo & Sharon Isbin of the Julliard School.
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Matt Bacon 

Guitar
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Originally from Fife in Scotland, Adam completed his undergraduate and postgraduate studies at Lancaster University in England, where he received a BMus (Hons) and a Master's degree in Music with Distinction, before completing a doctoral thesis on the music of French composer Germaine Tailleferre.

At KM Music Conservatory, Adam has been a full-time faculty in piano and Academic Coordinator since 2011, responsible for oversight of the curriculum design and faculty. He is also responsible for international and industry projects and during the past decade has coordinated projects with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra; the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland; Queensland University of Technology; Berklee College of Music; ROLI; Apple; Google and Nokia. He serves as the institutional link tutor for the collaborative validation with Middlesex University, London, which allows for Indian students to complete their Bachelor’s degree at the UK campus, and has represented the institution in many shows, including the YouTube Originals ARRived series, Facebook’s ARs Super 8s, The Creative Indians Season 4 episode on KM Music Conservatory, in the Times of India online interview Mission Admission (2020) and alongside DR A. R. Rahman. Since 2019 Adam has been coordinating with the AR Rahman Foundation with regard to the continuing musical projects with Nagaland, including the signing of an MoU between KMMC and Nagaland to support further cross-supportive musical activities.

As an active performer and musicologist Adam's research involves combining modes of analytical enquiry with experience from practice, to better understand interpretation and artistic transmission. In solo piano performance, he holds the Licentiate of the Royal Schools of Music, London. He specialises in performing early 20th Century French repertoire, particularly that which surrounds the 'Les six' composers, and has performed as a soloist and accompanist at several international concerts and conferences, including the Royal Music Association Symposium Nostalgia and Innovation in Twentieth-Century French Music. He has also had the privilege of performing three piano concertos, most recently with the Australian World Orchestra during their 2018 India tour, and also Francis Poulenc’s Piano Concerto No.1, and Germaine Tailleferre’s Concerto pour piano et 12 instruments with the Lancaster University Symphony Orchestra. Adam's secondary area of performance is contemporary electro-acoustic music and he has performed both existing repertoires and premieres at the International Computer Music Conference in Belfast and the LICA-Mantis Festival in Lancaster (2008).

As a director, Adam's work includes Sempre Libera from 'Sound Unbound', a 45-minute musical that was premiered in Chennai in 2016 and later shown at NH7 Pune. The original video KMMC x ROLIwood Tribute launched on YouTube and was subsequently performed live at Founders Forum, London (2016), and later for Apple in Mumbai and Google in Delhi (2018).

As a researcher, Adam has presented at All About Music (Mumbai, 2019); IndiEarth Xchange (Chennai, 2015-19), ISME Symposiums (Bangalore & Delhi, 2015-16) Cambridge University, King's College London, and the International Conference on Music Since the 1900s, held at Keele University. He was a co-author of the New Delhi Statement on Music Education and Engagement by the International Society for Music Education (2016). His published work includes contributions as a Research Assistant to Professor Mawer’s articles in the Journal of the Royal Music Association and the Journal of Twentieth-Century Music, and typeset musical examples for her book, Ravel Studies, published by Cambridge University Press in 2010.

Adam has also appeared as a lead in the 2016 Tamil rom-com film Mapla Singam, and can frequently be seen around Chennai performing with the band Black Market Cabaret.
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Adam Greig

Piano
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Anupam Roy was born and brought up in Kolkata, India, and enrolled at the Calcutta School of Music at a very young age, where he learnt the violin and music theory. In 1998 he started learning under the tutelage of Abraham Mazumder, one of the foremost violinists in the city. Under his able guidance, Anupam completed Grade 8 in Violin with a distinction and Grade 8 in Music Theory from the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM), London, and went on to complete the Diploma in Violin Performance, also from the ABRSM.

In 2007, Anupam was selected as one of three young musicians from India to take part in the first-ever International Fusion Arts Exchange Programme in Music, with a five-week residency at the Northeastern University, Boston, USA, and consisting of lectures, workshops, cultural trips, and other such activities in Boston, New York, Tanglewood and Washington D. C. Other participants for this programme came from Brazil, Ireland, South Africa, Mali, and the USA. The initiative was funded by the US Department of State, which subsequently invited the entire ensemble to perform at a concert in 2008 at the UNESCO, Paris, attended by the ambassadors of the participating countries.

Also in 2007, Anupam got an offer to pursue a second Bachelors degree in Music at The Queen’s College, University of Oxford, UK. Following Oxford, he completed his postgraduate studies in Historical Musicology from Goldsmiths College, University of London. Amongst his memorable experiences in the UK, Anupam played in a rare concert performance of Schubert’s only opera Fierrabras, and also played First Violin in three concerts under the direction of the legendary classical music conductor, the Late Sir Neville Marriner.

Since 2015, Anupam has been a faculty in violin at the KM Music Conservatory. In 2020 he became the Programme Leader for the Foundation Certificate in Music, a one-year full-time course accredited by Middlesex University, UK. During his time here, apart from his teaching engagements, Anupam has been involved in several film music projects of Dr. A. R. Rahman, having conducted the Sunshine Orchestra, an outreach project of the A. R. Rahman Foundation, in live concerts in Chennai, New Delhi, and Dhaka, as well as for films like Cobra, 99 Songs, Sarkar, and Mani Ratnam’s Chekka Chivantha Vaanam, among others. He has also been associated with the Sunshine Orchestra as a regular mentor during his early years at KM.
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Anupam Roy

Violin
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A doctorate in music composition at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, with a dissertation on the music of the contemporary Italian composer Salvatore Sciarrino, composer, performer, educator, and concert organizer Jimmy Bunch has been teaching composition at the KM Music Conservatory in Chennai, India for about 8 years. He is also in charge of the Diploma programme at KM.

As a composer, Jimmy is drawn not only toward the experimental traditions in American and European music, but also to their literary/canonic traditions, and those outside of the Western world.

Among his activities at KM, he is particularly excited about KMMC’s contemporary music scratch orchestra, Hundredfoot Road--a collective of student and faculty performers/composers that focuses on a variety of experimental and DIY projects including electroacoustic works, theatre pieces, live film scores, improvisation, and score-based performances in an array of styles. The orchestra has performed works by KM students, as well as given the Indian premiers of music by Phillip Glass, John Cage, Olivier Messiaen, Julius Eastman, Eric Dolphy, Allen Ginsburg, and Cornelius Cardew.

During the lockdowns of 2020, Jimmy collaborated with percussionist Jane Boxall to create a series of short works for text, household objects, and percussion called How to [almost] start a revolution, which was premiered in daily segments on YouTube. He helped coordinate [and created pieces for] the 2017 and 2019 South Asian Music Residency, a collaboration with the Goethe Institute that brought musicians from India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Iran, and Germany to Chennai for a three-week experimental improvisation workshop and concerts. He has also recently had the opportunity to coordinate and write for an album of songs with composers from KM and lyricist/musicians from the region Centre-Val de Loire in France. This project culminated in a tour of the region in 2019. Later that year, Jimmy created a series of sound installations Ex/Inter/Change [installed at YM studios for an Indie Earth Exchange conference, co-hosted by KMMC and Queensland University of Technology]. He has also written music for the Ensemble Paramirabo, the Ogni Suono Saxophone Duo, the Hi Def Saxophone Quartet, the University of Illinois Modern Ensemble, the UISO, violinist Miranda Cuckson, pianist Rob Conway, saxophonist Phil Pierick. Forthcoming projects with HFR, the violinist Karen Bentley Pollick, and trombonist Lisa Sarasini. He has participated in residencies and workshops at the Atlantic Center for the Arts, and Montreal Contemporary Music Lab.

Jimmy’s music has been performed throughout North and South America, Asia, and Europe.
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James Bunch

Composition
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[image: ]Christmas Concert Full time Batch 2023

Christmas Concert Full time Batch 2023 Our Foundation and Diploma…
Read More


[image: ]KMMC Students Honoured to Perform for the President of India at the Rashtrapati Bhavan

KMMC Students Honoured to Perform for the President of India…
Read More


[image: ]The International Society of Music Education South Asia Regional Conference

KM Hosted the 4th Edition of the International Society of…
Read More


[image: ]Q&A with the Principal

The Graduation Day was followed by an afternoon of Q&A…
Read More
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KM helped me explore different aspects of music making. I realised the importance of musicianship and music tech here. This is also where I met other students from various backgrounds and musical experiences. The exposure was tremendous and that helped me imbibe the various possibilities in music as much as I could.
One such possibility is to use traditional music composition with technology. And I have tried to use the best of both the worlds in my music creation process. It’s a lot of fun, and sometimes feels like an adventure since the outcome of the process remains unknown until we arrive at the conclusion.


Jerry Vincent
 Piano & Composition, 2009
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I came to KM to explore and expand my knowledge in music. Little did I know it was going to be a life changing experience and all for the best! For someone who knew just the basics in music, KM and its faculty proved to be a river of knowledge both in terms of the practical and the theoretical experience. My understanding of theory, keyboard skills, composition, music technology has helped me grow in the music/ film industry. It shaped me to be an independent thinker, and an overall musician…whatever I am today I attribute to this place. I will be forever grateful to my teacher, Dr. Cynthia Smith, for her patience and kindness.
At KM, I also got to meet students from different parts of the world. And there were vast opportunities to collaborate on projects both in and outside the college. The campus is extremely beautiful and a world in its own. And the student body organised shows every month for which anyone could audition. This helped us gain confidence as performers. 


Lavita Lobo
 Diploma 2018
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When I first entered through the gates of KM for my Foundation Course, I was clueless about both Western Classical and Indian Classical music. And the transition I made after completing my Diploma programme is phenomenal!
From a very shy person, I went on to be much more self-confident, having had numerous opportunities to perform, in ensembles and otherwise. The wonderfully dedicated, talented faculty helped me at every step, making life much easier. I can say hands down that KM gave me the best three years of my life, not only helping to make me a good musician but also preparing me for the future as I step into the real world!


Amritha Rajesh Chelat
 Diploma 2022
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KM College of Music & Technology

19 Vinayagapuram 2nd Street,

MMDA Colony, Arumbakkam,

Chennai 600106,

Tamil Nadu, India.


+91 90030 32786,

+91 81229 87826,

+91 90030 15292

info@kmmc.in
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